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Abstract of the doctoral research 

To meet the growing demand for food sustainably, it is essential to strike a balance 

between agricultural productivity and production diversity. The conventional efficiency-

driven approach to food production has distanced consumers from producers, leading to 

information asymmetry in the value chain. In response, alternative food networks like 

short food supply chains have emerged, aiming to redesign food systems. This 

dissertation introduces the concept of shorter food supply chains, advocating for a more 

collaborative approach to add value to local and regional food systems while addressing 

issues from both short and conventional food supply chains.  

This research deepens the understanding of responsible scaling for innovation in shorter 

food supply chains, leveraging strategic marketing insights to effectively identify the 

priorities of diverse stakeholders. The dissertation is structured into two main parts: PART 

A addresses innovation from the supply side by developing tools and frameworks for 

value chain actors, while PART B explores consumer behaviour and preferences for 

innovations in online grocery shopping that could support the scaling of shorter food 

supply chains. 
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