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Abstract of the doctoral research 

Pastoralism remains central to livelihoods in arid southern Tunisia, where agropastoral 
communities face mounting pressures from climate change, land degradation, and 
resource scarcity. Despite numerous development initiatives aimed at improving 
rangeland governance and supporting local institutions, many interventions have failed 
to achieve lasting sustainability due to fragmented governance, weak institutional 
capacity, and limited community engagement. 
This doctoral research explores the constraints and opportunities for sustainable pastoral 
development in Tunisia through a multi-scalar, integrated framework. It assesses three 
major pastoral development projects, revealing moderate effectiveness and highlighting 
the need for improved coherence, stakeholder participation, and capacity building. The 
study also investigates the potential of Territorial Intelligence (TI) to foster more inclusive 
and adaptive governance by addressing socio-economic disparities and enhancing 
coordination among actors. 
A performance analysis of 31 community-based organizations (CBOs) shows that most 
remain dependent on public support, with only a few progressing toward autonomy. 
Interviews reveal challenges such as poor trust, weak networks, and limited institutional 
integration. Additionally, the research examines the adoption of traditional rangeland 
restoration practices, particularly grazing “resting,” finding that while ecologically 
beneficial, their success depends on proper planning and farmer involvement. 
The findings underscore the need for long-term strategic coherence, stronger community 
institutions, and context-sensitive interventions. Strengthening CBOs, improving 
communication, and promoting inclusive decision-making are key to enhancing resilience 
and ensuring sustainable outcomes for Tunisia’s agropastoral systems. 
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examines the role of community-based organizations, development projects, and local 
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